
Published - Wednesday, March 03, 2010 
 

Melrose youngsters glean national honors 
by Cassandra Colson | Reporter 

The Herzberg family of rural Melrose is accustomed to packing up its motor home and horse 

trailer and traveling to several Pony of the Americas competitions across the country. 
 

They said that time together is the true value of the competitions, despite the several national 
awards Zachary, 10, and Emily, 8, recently garnered in the 2009 Pony of the Americas Club’s 
national point standings. 

 
“That’s the point of it, not the points,” said mom Elizabeth. “The points are a nice bonus, but the 

point of it is to spend time as a family, kind of learn some responsibility for taking care of 
animals and, if you work hard in practice, then hopefully it will pay off. 
 

“It has this year.” 
 

The family recently returned from the Pony of the Americas Club’s annual convention Feb. 19-21 
in Nashville, Tenn., where both Emily and Zach received their awards for ranking in the top six in 
national point standings in several categories. 

 
Emily, who is a second-grader at Melrose-Mindoro, ranked in the top six in national point 

standings in five different categories, including a first-place honor in the Hunter Under Saddle 8-
and-under girls category. 
 

She received a fourth-place mark in Huntseat Equitation in her age group along with a fifth-place 
standing in the Western Horsemanship category. She also ranked sixth in both the High Point 

Equitation and Showmanship categories for her age group. 
 
Emily’s brother Zachary, who is a fourth-grader at Melrose-Mindoro, ranked third in the national 

point standings in both the Western Horsemanship and Huntseat Equitation for his age group. 
 

Emily also placed first in High Point Equitation at the state level while Zachary was the reserve 
High Point Equitation champion. 
 

The Herzbergs, who are members of both the Wisconsin and Minnesota Pony of the Americas 
Clubs, traveled across the country from May to October 2009, participating in approximately 20 

competitions where they accumulated the points for their national standings. 
 
According to Zachary and Emily, the fun comes not only from competing and being successful at 

the shows, it also comes from meeting other competitors and making new friends. 
 

“I really like running around with my friends at the horse shows,” Zachary said, noting he 
particularly enjoys the Western Horsemanship and Showmanship classes. 

 
Emily agreed. 
 

“I like to play with my friends and I get to have fun with my horse,” she said. 
 

The kids’ interest in horses stems from their mother’s experience with horses as a youth. 
Elizabeth, who is the president of the Jackson County Horse Project, grew up in the county and 
took horses to the fair as a child. She thought introducing her children to horses would be a 



positive experience. 
 

“I grew up taking my horses to the fair and had good experiences doing that and thought that 
would be something possibly the kids would like to pursue,” she said. 

 
The kids’ interest in horses — and the POA breed — began in the fall of 2006 when Elizabeth and 
husband Troy took the kids to some riding lessons and subsequently purchased Bud, a now 17-

year-old POA. 
 

“The POA size and temperament is really good for kids,” Elizabeth said. “The POAs are really like 
the smaller version of a horse; they perform and do pretty much everything bigger horses do, 
just in a kid’s size.” 

 
In the fall of 2008, the Herzbergs purchased both Triple Treat, an 11-year-old POA gelding that 

Zachary shows in the competitions, and RW Sunny Deelight, a 13-year-old POA mare that Emily 
shows. 
 

Zach and Emily take lessons from Becky Solberg of Ettrick and both credit her with helping them 
prepare for the competitions and achieve their recent successes. Zach and Emily practice with 

their horses at home on the family’s 95-acre farm in the town of Irving with their mom or 
Solberg. They also travel to practice at Solberg’s facility. If they have a show, they will practice 

up to three times a week, they said. 
 
Elizabeth hopes that through competing, Zach and Emily learn several lessons, including good 

sportsmanship and a strong work ethic. 
 

“I think it’s a good way to learn that you can’t always win — somebody has to win and 
somebody doesn’t always win,” she said. “Horse showing is kind of a humbling experience 
because you think you can be doing everything right and (the judges) think somebody did it 

better. 
 

“And the responsibility of caring for an animal — they have to take care of their equipment and 
their clothing. And then just spending time as a family.”  
 


