
OHS senior garners national standing in Pony of Americas 
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. 
Erik Blomquist of Onalaska has spent the last year of his eligibility competing in the Pony of the Americas circuit on a 
winning streak. 
 
The 18-year-old, who trains on the family farm in West Salem, has racked up eight national year-end high point 
championships with his pony Ruff „N Tuff Impulse. That‟s the most of anyone in any age group in POA competition 
nationwide. He also has a third-place standing and a sixth-place standing.  

 
“It‟s quite exhilarating,” Blomquist said. “I‟m not 
surprised because I went to so many shows this 
year. We extended our show season an extra three 
months because it is my last year of eligibility.” 
 
From April through Thanksgiving, the family traveled 
across the country participating in shows and 
racking up points. 
 
“He placed really well,” said his 15-year-old sister, 
Christina, who has a few awards under her saddle: 
a second-place, fourth-place and 12th place 
standing. 
 
The family lives in Onalaska and has a horse farm 
called Hestadalen in West Salem. They are heading 
to Nashville, Tenn., for the Feb. 20 International 
POA Convention to collect all their honors. 
 
Christina and Erik, who both attend Onalaska High 
School, have been riding since they were old 
enough to get on a horse, said their mother, Eva 
Dahl. At that time, Dahl said her quarter horse was 
too big for Erik. That‟s when she became interested 
in POA horses, and became a member of the 
Wisconsin POA Club. 
 
Well, more than a member. Ever since the 
Dahl/Blomquist family joined, Dahl has been a 
tireless promoter of the club and the breed. 
 
“Because of you, we‟ve put the La Crosse area on 
the map,” Erik said to his mom. 
 
The POA has its roots in being a family activity. The 
Wisconsin POA Club was founded by Art 
Schonfeldt, and his daughter, Judy Katzenberger, in 
Vesper, Wis., has been an active member, putting 
on about 30 years worth of shows at the fairgrounds 
in West Salem. Her son, Jared Katzenberger, is the 
current president of the Wisconsin POA Club. 
 
“Eva and her family began showing POAs in about 

2000 and has been a great asset to the organization with her connections to businesses and families in the area,” 
Jared Katzenberger said. “Eva‟s family has helped the Wisconsin POA Club grow substantially in the last 10 years.” 
 
Eva said she is so impressed with the breed and its appropriateness for children and families and that she enjoys the 
growing popularity of the breed and the club. 
 
“The ponies are so versatile,” Eva said. “Most breeds are bred for one thing. The POAs are very athletic. Instead of 
just one discipline, there are eight or 10 classes of skills.” 
 

 

Erik Blomquist had more high-point championships in Pony of 
the Americas competition than anybody in the country in any 

age group. He is shown above riding Ruff „N Tuff Impulse.  
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“I do about 25 skills,” daughter Christina chimed in. 
 
Christina likes the speed and pleasure events. “My goal is to improve show by show with Sierra,” Christina said of her 
horse. “I was 9 years old and she was a 5-year-old hormonal mare. It takes a lot of self-confidence to master the 
breed.” 
 
Erik likes the control events and is proud to have won the Richland Trophy last year for the most cumulative points for 
equitation in the 13-18 age group. 
 
“Normally girls win the trophy,” Erik said. 
 
It‟s not all fun and games. The family has invested a lot of time in training the horses, learning skills, outfitting the 
horses with saddles and grooming and feeding them, outfitting the kids in traditional horse show dress, paying entry 
fees for numerous shows per year, not to mention all the traveling. 
 
Of course, you have to invest in a good horse. “You have to have good raw material to work with,” Erik pointed out. 
“The pony has to have good breeding and good movement.” 
 
He said it‟s not all horse and it‟s not all rider putting on a show. “It depends on the event,” Erik said. “For the halter 
event, it‟s totally the horse, it has nothing to do with the rider. In the equitation events, it‟s all the rider dictating the 
horse‟s every move. In the pleasure class, like riding the rail (going around the arena in a circle), it‟s 50-50.” 
 
Now that‟s he‟s finishing his last year of showing horses, Erik said he is proud of his accomplishments. 
 
“I‟ve been able to translate hours of work into success in the show ring,” he said. “I‟ve not only been placing well and 
winning, but also having great patterns from doing my best, no matter the outcome. I‟ve made so many friends. I even 
met my girlfriend at a show. But the highlight of my career was winning the Richland Trophy.”  

 


